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Mission:
The Dallas Branch IDA is
committed to leadership and
advocacy for people with dyslexia
by providing: Support for
individuals and group interactions;
Programs to inform and educate;
Information for professionals and
general public. The Dallas Branch
IDA newsletter, a publication of
the Dallas Branch of the IDA, is
free to its membership. The IDA
neither recommends nor endorses
any specific speaker, school
institution, instructional program or
materials.
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Spring 2010 » Dallas Branch
Founded in Memory of Samuel T. Orfon

Connecting the Dots...From Referral...To
|dentification...To Intervention
2010 Spring Conference

The 2010 DBIDA Spring conference was a huge success ! This theme brought
over 200 participants together for inspiring presen tations from keynote
speaker Dr. David J. Chard and afternoon session sp  eakers Dr. David Welsh
and Eric McGehearty.

Dr. David J. Chard, the Leon Simmons
Endowed Dean of the Annette Caldwell
Simmons School of Education and Human
Development and Professor in the
Department of Teaching and Learning at
Southern Methodist University, presented
Hercules or Heroes: We need both to improve
reading outcomes for all learners? His
powerful message emphasized a systematic

Keynote Speaker: Dean Chard

approach to professional development in reading and utilized the latest
findings in fluency development as an example for h ow best to support
teachers' efforts. He proclaimed, “To have a positi ve impact on children's
reading, all teachers in a school must be doing the ir best work. To
accomplish this, we need to promote a system of pro fessional
development that addresses the needs of high achiev ing students as well
as those who need extra support”. Dr. Chard provide d a book signing for

his new book, The Struggling Reader: Interventions That Work

After a wonderful luncheon reception, attendees enj oyed a dynamic
entertaining presentation, Keeping Your Chin Up in Challenging Times by
Dr. David Welsh. Dr. Welsh is a psychologist based in Fort Worth, Texas. With
over twenty-five years of experience in education a t all levels from early
childhood to secondary (and with all types of stude nts from gifted/talented
to special education), Dr. Welsh knows what life is like "in the trenches." His
inspiring presentation provided practical strategie s for maintaining a
positive attitude when confronting the challenge of dyslexia — or any other

challenge we face in our profession or personal liv es. Dr. Welsh conducted
a book signing for his book, The Boy Who Burned Too Brightly.

Eric McGehearty closed the conference with the comp elling story that
dyslexia played in his personal life. Mr. McGeheart vy, a renowned artist,
portrays personal struggles in award winning sculpt ures, which have been
shown nationally in venues such as: The John F. Ken nedy Center in
Washington, DC, The Museum of Fine Art at Florida S tate University and at
the Piedmont Arts Museum in Virginia. Mr. McGeheart y inspired success for
individuals of all ages with dyslexia through hiso  wn testimony of how he
transformed early trials and struggles in to a life filled with success and
opportunities. His artwork, inspired by his struggl e to read, gave attendees

a rare glimpse inside the LD mind.
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President’s Letter
Harrian B. Stern, Ph. D., RPED, NCED

I am truly excited and honored to be the new Presid ent of our
Dallas Branch of IDA! | follow in the footsteps of  two excellent
Past Presidents, Pam Quarterman and Anna Burton. | was
privileged to serve on the Board with both of these ladies and
learned much from them; of which | hope to pass on to the

current board.

The new year began with a bang at my first DBIDA Bo
changed meeting venues to our Management Office whi
past files if needed. We welcomed new Board member
and Emily Dean, Abilene Regional Group Leader. Thi
become associated with DBIDA.

ard meeting as President! We
ch enables us to access
s Allyson Palmer from Wylie
s is the first Regional Group to

Chaired with Lee Ann Mix and
Ph. D. gave an informative
professional development in
ren’s reading and he signed his
peech after lunch, Dr. David
with the challenges of dyslexia
taining a positive attitude and
Last, Eric McGhearty gave us
exic, how he has persevered and
ful and he signed his DVD “Access
h the Excellence In Education
rd Members; and Nicholas

February 20 t was our Annual Conference which | Co-
brought us three inspiring speakers. David Chard,
morning talk on promoting a comprehensive system of
reading in order to have a positive impact on child
book “The Struggling Reader”. In an entertaining s
Welsh spoke about life in the trenches, how to cope
for all involved, and practical strategies for main
signed his book “The Boy Who Burned Too Brightly”.
firsthand knowledge of what life is like being dysl
advocates for himself. Viewing his art was insight
Denied”. During Lunch we honored: Karen Avrit wit
Award; Nancy Johnson and Julie Noel as Outgoing Boa
Petruska for designing the winning Read-A-Thon T-Sh irt.

March, April, and May will have this Board in plann ing stages for next year’s events:
Advisory Board Thank You, Dyslexia Awareness Month, = Read-A-Thon, 2011 Annual
Conference (2-11-10), Hotline, Bulletin, and DDIG. I will also go to the National IDA
office in Baltimore for President’s training during the month of April.

Think about how you can help this, YOUR, Dallas Bra nch of IDA!!

Do you have other ideas for the Board or DBIDA? Pl  ease let us know.

Do you know people who are not members? Please enc ourage them to join.
Do you want to be a Board member or know someone wh 0 does? Please send
resume and cover letter to  Imix@fairhill.org .

I am very lucky to be part of this organization. | am so impressed with the
commitment and dedication of our hard working DBIDA volunteer Board members
who are also doing important work in the field of D yslexia. As spring and summer
approach, may each day be meaningful, insightful, a nd filled with all of the beauty
this time of year imparts.

Till We Meet Again

Harrian B. Stern, Ph. D., RPED, NCED
President

Dallas Branch IDA
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2010 Conference Pictures

Top: DBIDA Board

Right: Opportunity Drawing

Bottom: Book Signing with David Welsh
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Opening Remarks: Harrian Stern, President
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Excellence in Education

Karen J. Avrit,

Congratulations! On behalf of the Dallas Bran ch of the International Dyslexia
Association (DBIDA), we are presenting to you the 2010 Excellence In Education Award.
It has been a tradition of our organization to hono r someone in the field who has
impacted the lives of learning different individual s or education in a significant way.

Your service of ten years in educational lead ership for the Dyslexia Laboratory at
Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children (TSRHC) s erving 35-40 school-aged children with
dyslexia by providing the highest quality dyslexia intervention and educational
leadership for the TSRH therapist training program  is outstanding. The service as the
primary lead author of  Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for Stude  nts with
Dyslexia has led to: the adoption of =~ Take Flight as the primary instructional curriculum at
16 dyslexia therapist training centers in seven sta  tes and in Canada; highly qualified
therapists from these training centers have used Ta ke Flight with over 11,000 students in
the past four year; research studies on the effecti veness of Take Flight have shown that
the program preserves the effective outcome of impr oved decoding skills seen in
previously published interventions while enhancing students’ with dyslexia long term
reading accuracy.; programs to supplement classroom reading instruction have
emerged from the Take Flight intervention including  Right Flight: A Classroom Reading
Rate Program and Rite Flight: A Classroom Comprehension Program . In addition, your
service to IMSLEC and ALTA has been exceptional. Fo  r these accomplishments and
dedication to serving students with dyslexia, we ho nor you with the Excellence In
Education Award.

Thank you,
Harrian B. Stern, Ph.D., RPED, NCED
DBIDA President
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Dallas Branch
The International Dyslexia Association

2010 READ-A-THON
Read 2010 Words itn 2010

#» Upcoming Event: 2010 READ-A-THON
= QOctober 2010 (Dyslexia Awareness Month)

» Who may participate:
= Public schools, private schools, private practice
= Children in first through sixth grades

» Children may read stories, books. etc]|

# Children mustread a minimum of 2010 words from
QOctober 15tto October 315tof 2010.

# Children who participate may submit a t-shirt design
= 2010 Read-A-Thon T-5hirt Design Award
= Mustread a minimumof 2010 words
= Must Submita minimum pledge of $20.10

# All proceeds of the DEIDA 2010 Read-A-Thon benefit
the DBIDA Educational Scholarship Fund.

=

Nicholas Petruska
T-Shirt Design Award Winner
DBIDA 2009 READ-A-THON

1%t Grade Student of Shelton School, Dallas, TX.

* Micholas' design has been printed on a t-shirt for every participating student
in the DBIDA 2009 Read-A-Thon.

* MNicholas' design was alzo made into a quilted square for the IDA 2009 Read-
A-Thon Mational Quilt,

» 2009 Participants: Fairhill Schoal, Oak HIll Academy, Shelton School,
The Winston School, and a few private students.
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Thanks to Our 2010 Conference Exhibitors

Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children

June Shelton School and Evaluation Center

Southwest Academy / Southwest Multisensory Training Center
Academic Language Therapy Center / ALTA

Fairhill School

Lindamood — Bell Learning Processes

MTS Publications

Educators Publishing Service / A Division of School  Specialty, Inc.
Pathways to Potential/Ann Henry

SMU Learning Therapy Center
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Save the Date!
February 11, 2011

Dallas Branch of the International Dyslexia Associa  tion
2011 Annual Spring Conference
with Keynote Speaker Susan Barton

Susan Barton
Dyslexia: Symptoms & Solutions

Learn about the unique warning signs of dyslexia an d latest brain and genetic research from the
National Institutes of Health and discover which me thods are research-based "best practices" for
students with dyslexia.

Susan Barton is recognized internationally as an ex  pert in dyslexia and ADD/ADHD.She founded
Bright Solutions for Dyslexia, an educational outre  ach organization whose sole purpose is to provide
research-based information to parents, teachers, an d other professionals. Susan is also an instructor
of Phonemic Awareness and Multisensory Teaching Techniques through the University of California,
of Learning Disabilities at West Valley College, and of the graduate-level courses Diagnosing
Dyslexia, Tutoring People with Dyslexia , and Understanding Dyslexia and ADHD  through the
University of San Diego. Susan was recently inducte  d into the International Dyslexia Association's

Hall of Honor.

Marc Schwartz, Ph.D.
The Biology and Mental Activity of Learning

Dr. Schwartz is Professor of Mind, Brain and Educat ion at the University of Texas at Arlington (UTA).
He is also currently President Elect for the Intern  ational Mind, Brain and Education Society and an

Associate Researcher in the Science Education Depar tment at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics (CFA). His research at the CFA focuses  on how the dynamic enterprise of learning and

teaching unfold in science education. Here the chal lenges of coordinating complex ideas provide
a rich context for exploring the difficulties that students and teachers face in understanding
scientific concepts and the additional challenge th at teachers face in helping students construct

these ideas so they can take on personal meaning.

Jacquelyn Gamino, Ph.D.
From Dyslexia to ADHD: We are All Snowflakes

Dr. Gamino's presentation will shed light on learni  ng differences and the brain's capacity for
change, compensation, and improvement. She will als o provide tips for parents to help strengthen
their children's learning potential.

Dr. Jacquelyn Gamino, the principal investigator of the Middle School Brain Years Initiative, is a
cognitive neuroscientist from the University of Tex  as at Dallas, Center for BrainHealth who has more
than eight years of research in learning processes of children and adolescents. Dr. Gamino's
primary areas of study are learning, reasoning, and higher-order critical thinking skills in typically
developing, brain injured, and adolescents with ADH D. Dr. Gamino is a primary developer of the
Strategic Memory and Reasoning Training (SMAR  T) © program that she and her team are currently
implementing in schools across the Dallas Fort Wort  h area. The SMART program was designed by
Dr. Gamino, Dr. Sandi Chapman, and their colleagues , to improve brain efficiency and higher
order thinking and reasoning skills in adolescents. Dr. Gamino speaks across the country to various
groups about reasoning in typical adolescents as we Il as adolescents with ADHD and dyslexia.
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Dallas Dyslexia
Information Group HOTLINE

Affiliated with the Dallas Branch of the
International Dyslexia Association. Provides : :
information on Dyslexia, Learning HlaHiceRp s GG
Differences, and related topics. el e
’ hotline to assist parents,

teachers, and students

with dyslexia. We try to
This group now meets on the second Monday of the mo nth, anZ " est'on;/
except for December from 7:00 P.M. — 9:00 P.M W s :
pertalnlng to testlng,

Meetings are no;vnr)lslgat T|h|_e Winston School schools, tutors/therapist,
oyel -ane materials associated
Dallas, TX 75229 e |
214-691-6950 with dys exia. Please
contact us with any

The Dallas Branch

June 14, 2010: Klm J.ohnson, Psy. D., Neuropsychologlst, The questions. Calls are
Interrelationship between Dyslexia and ADHD .
answered weekly,
Aug 9, 2010 Rosario Samandi /0.1 55107

www.DBIDA.org

Sept 13, 2010: Michael S. McLane, Psy., Neuropsychologist -
Helping Children Manage Execuitive Functioning Skil Is

Nov 8, 2010 : Terri Zerfas, Ph. D. Faculty Member - Annette
Caldwell Simmons School of Education & Human
Development, SMU. The Emotional Side of Learning Disabilities
& ADHD

Two CEU'’s are given to Academic Language Therapy
Association Members, LD Professionals, Educators, a nd other
Professions. These presentations are free and open  to the
public.
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DBIDA expands to include Abilene

In a joint effort between community members in Abil ene and the board of the Dallas
Branch of the International Dyslexia Association,t  he Abilene Regional Group of the
DBIDA was formed in September 2009. The Abilene Reg ional Group is the result of a
sponsorship of the Dodge Jones Foundation and colla borative efforts between the
Schools of Education at Abilene Christian Universit  y, Hardin Simmons University, McMurry
University, and The Abilene Education Foundation. T he mission of the group is to bring
resources and information regarding dyslexia and re garding language based learning
differences to the Abilene area and much of west Te xas. The Abilene Regional Group is
currently reaching out to the parents, teachers, an d communities in the surrounding 13

counties and 44 school districts.

The Dallas Branch of the
International Dyslexia Association
now has a Facebook Fan Page. By
becoming a fan you can learn
more about our upc  oming events,
interact with us and show your
support for the students, teachers,
therapists, and families of people
with dyslexia throughout the North
Texas Area. You can find us on
Facebook

at htp://www.facebook.com/Dall

asiDA

presented for
Dallas Branch
International Dyslexia Association
(February 20, 2010)

~ )
Keeping Y our Chin Up
In Challenging Times

1. Increase your positive-negative ratio
(even if you have to fake it)

2. Maintain detached concern
fwatch the boundary line)

3. Employ responsible selfishness
(take a regular joy break)

4. Refuse to be a victim:
{identify areas of control)

5. Redefine “success”
({think small)

6. Focus on the child
(not the challenge)

Dr. David J. Welsh
Bsychologist
6040 Camp Bowie, Suite 52 » Fort Worth TX 76116
(B1T) 735-8B290 » e-mail: duwelsh@flash.net « www.drdavidwelsh.com
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Free Membership

Use RFB&D Audiobooks for Your Students Summer Readi ng: Membership is Free!

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic, (RFB&D), a nati  on-nonprofit organization is the leading
accessible audiobook library for people with print disabilities. Any student with a visual
impairment or learning disability such as dyslexia qualifies for the service, and overall
RFBD'’s mission is to serve students who find it dif ficult or impossible to read standard print.

If getting your students to read over the summer ta kes overwhelming effort on your part.
Consider adding RFB&D to your tool box to survivet  he car trips and summer vacation. In
addition to education related books, RFB&D has a la rge selection of current popular
fiction. Many of the newly released movies originat ed from fiction titles that can be
found in our library including “Diary of a Wimpy Ki d”, “Eclipse”, and several adaptations
of “Robin Hood.”

Thanks to funding received from the U.S. Department of Education, and support of
private donors, RFB&D is pleased to announce that a ny child is eligible for
a FREHndividual Membership with proper certification of their disability.

By registering for this membership, any student wit  h a certified print disability will have

unlimited access to high quality audiobooks at home . Students can explore our extensive
literature selection for leisure reading. Othera  udiobook examples include state

adopted textbooks, popular series books like “Harry Potter”, Biographies, assigned
literature reading, and even test preparation mater ials for the SAT.
ThisFREEnembership benefits includes: access to the nation 's largest audiobook library
of textbooks and literature titles; human-narrated audiobooks with descriptions of

images, tables and graphs; searchable online catalo 0; 24/7 online member services and
phone support; various downloadable formats to choo se from, including advanced

navigation ability or MP3 format with digital right S management.

Signing up is easy. Simply log onto www.rfbd.org and click on the Individuals and
Families link to apply online or download an application.

RFB&D is privileged to serve students with this FREBnembership. If you have any
guestions, please call member services at 800-221-4  792.
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Texans with Disabilities
Transitioning from High School to College
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* permission granted to publish by Lauren Publicatio ns, Inc.



Pledge and Donation Form












